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inspiring ; and fair excuse therefore may be found for the 
want of any merit in the work beyond that of having 
written the requisite amount of vocal and instrumental 
parts with the skill and judgment of a musician. 
Experience has taught us that, even with those composers 
who eventually make a name in the world, little more 
than mere technical knowledge is ever shown in the com- 
position formally written for their University degree ; and 
Mr. Belcher, therefore, having achieved his object by this 
Cantata, may still do better things. There is merit in the 
bass solo, with chorus, " When in childhood mirthful 
playing," and the trio and chorus, " Child of the Earth," 
has some good points. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

*** Notices of concerts and other information supplied by our 
friends in the country, must be forwarded as early as 
possible after the occurrence ; otherwise they cannot be 
inserted. Our correspondents must specifically denote 
the date of each concert, for without such date no notice 
can be taken of the performance. 

We bey to remind our correspondents that all notices of coun- 
try concerts, whether written or extracted from news- 
papers, must be accompanied by the name and address of 
the person who sends them. 

Our correspondents will greatly oblige by writing all names 
as clearly as possible, as we cannot be responsible for any 
mistakes which may occur. 

We cannot undertake to return offered contributions ; the 
authors, therefore, will do well to retain copies. 

Notice is sent to all Subscribers whose payment (in advance) 
is exhausted. The paper will be discontinued where the 
Subscription is not renewed. We again remind those 
who are disappointed in obtaining back numbers that, 
although the music pages are always stereotyped, only 
a sufficient quantity of the rest of the paper is printed 
to supply the current sale. 

Subscriber. — For the best work on the subject we should 
recommend our correspondent to apply to the Professor 
of the University. 

Vernon Berks. — The questions can only be satisfactorily an- 
swered by a Professor of Singing. 

B. C. C. — The addition you mention would degrade the 
review into an advertisement. 

J. V. O. — The question is rather a medical than a musical 
one. 

A Chorister of St. Mary's. — The five questions propounded 
by our Correspondent should be addressed to a singing 
master. " A stiffness in the jaws," and the other defects 
which appear to obstruct our chorister' s progress, can only 
begot rid of by practising in the right way , a method which 
will also enable any singer who can " do an octave, D to 
D," to get up to G, which, as our correspondent truly 
says, is " three notes higher." 

The programme of the Concert given by the St. Peter's 
Choral Society, is totally useless to us as a record of the 
success, or non-success of the performance. We have 
often said that we can only insert properly authenticated 
reports of country Concerts. 

J. H. Stephen. — Consult the catalogues of the London 
music-publishers. 

George H. Bishop. — The names in the Concert of the St. 
Jude's Choral Society, were printed by us precisely as 
our correspondent wrote them. 



33mf <$utnmarg> of Country Hetos, 

We do not hold ourselves responsible for any opinions 
expressed in this Summary; as all the notices are either 
collated from the local papers, or supplied to us by occasional 
correspondents. 

ACOCK'S GrEBEK, NEAB BIRMINGHAM. An 

open rehearsal meeting of Mr. Thomas G. Locker's 



advanced Singing Class was held on Wednesday evening, 
the 8th ult., in the Congregational School-room. The 
programme, which contained entirely sacred music, seemed 
to give the greatest satisfaction to the audience. The 
solos and concerted music devolved upon Mrs. JerTerys, 
Mrs. Playfair. Miss Wilson, Miss Colls, the Misses 
Tricketts, Mr. W. H. Locker, and Mr. H. Myers. Before 
the close of the meeting the Mayor of Bewdley, W. 
H. Ryland, Esq., thanked the class and Mr. Locker, on be- 
half of the audience, for the treat they had so richly en- 
joyed, and congratulated them, not only on the excellent 
solo voices in the class, but also for the rapid progress the 
members had made in their studies. Mrs. Samuel Brame 
presided at the harmonium with the utmost precision and 
musicianlike feeling. 

Baott. — On the 17th ult., Herr Loffler gave 
a Concert at the County Hall, when he played a very ex- 
cellent selection of classical pianoforte music. He was as- 
sisted by Herr Noa (on the pianoforte and violin), and by 
Messrs. Rebstock and Canton (amateur vocalists) The 
music was listened to with the utmost satisfaction by a 
crowded audience : and at the conclusion of the perform- 
ance Herr Loftier was loudly called for. 

Baeking Boad, Essex. — A Concert was given 
in the Holy Trinity School Room, by the members of the 
Barking Road Glee and Madrigal Society, on Monday the 
6th ult., before a crowded audience. The principal per- 
formers were Mr. S. Power (bass), and Messrs. E. Hatewell 
and Long (tenors). Several glees, trios, quartets, and 
choruses were sung with much taste and precision ; solos 
on the clarionet and cornet were also given ; and the 
Concert was ably conducted by Mr. S. Power. 

Baenstaple. — The Second Annual Festival 
took place on Easter Monday and Tuesday : and proved 
by far the most brilliant and successful musical perform- 
ance ever given in Barnstaple. Mendelssohn's Oratorio, 
St. Paul, was given on the first morning with the utmost 
effect; the principal vocalists being Miss Edith Wynne, 
Madame Patey Whytoek, Mr. W. H. Cummings, and Mr. 
Patey. The orchestra was excellent ; and special mention 
should be made of the flute and violoncello performance of 
Messrs. Wickham and Petitt. The chorus, under the very 
able direction of Mr. Edwards, proved fully equal to the 
difficult music in this oratorio ; and the chorales, especially, 
were sung with much precision and delicacy. The 
Festival concluded with a miscellaneous Concert on the 
following evening, which was highly successful. The 
total proceeds of the two performances were £161 ; and 
after the expenses are paid, there will be a handsome sur- 
plus, which will be applied to the funds for the restoration 
of the Parish Church of Barnstaple. 

Beekhampstead.— The third and last of the 

present series of Church Choir Concerts was given on the 
31st March, the selection consisting entirely of music for 
the Latin Church. Before the Concert a short lecture was 
read by the Rev. J. Hutchinson. Several solos were well 
sung, especially those by Miss Painter, and the Rev. — . 
Cummings ; and the choral music was given with much 
precision. The Concert reflected the utmost credit upon 
Mr. Macrone, organist of the Parish Church, under whose 
conductorship the performances were given. A good 
word must also be said for Mrs. Watson, who accompanied 
the music extremely well. 

Biekenhead. — On Tuesday, the 7th ult., the 

Cambrian Choral Society gave a performance of Judas 
Maccabatus at the Workman's Hall, with full band accom- 
paniments. The principal vocalists were Mrs. Billinie 
Porter, Miss Needham, Mr. Jones, and Mr. Armstrong. 
The soprano and bass solos were particularly well sus- 
tained ; and the performance was generally highly satis- 
factory. 

Biemingham. — A selection of Sacred Music 
was given on Tuesday evening, March 31st, in the 
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Baptist Chapel, Longmore Street, on behalf of the Organ 
Fund. The programme chiefly consisted of selections 
from Elijah, St. Paul, The Creation, and Solomon. A 
large audience, numbering between 600 and 700. was pre- 
sent, and warmly applauded the efforts of both soloists 
and choir; and, on the motion of the Rev. L. H. Parsons, 
accorded them a hearty vote of thanks. The principal 
vocalists were Miss E. L Chambers, Miss Pinckstone, 
Miss Pearsall.Mr. W. H. Locker, Mr. E. Smith, and Mr. 
Tildesley ; and the choruses were sustained by members of 
the Belmont ttow Amateur Musical Society. Mr. Thomas 
G. Locker was conductor, and Mr. Henry Benson presided 
at the organ. 

Bristol. — The third and last Concert of the 
Philharmonic Society took place on the 15th ult. at 
Colston Hall. The principal vocalists were Miss Sofia 
Vinta, Mr. George Perren, and Mr. Merrick. The great 
orchestral piece of the evening was Mendelssohn's Refor- 
mation Symphony, every movement of which was most 
excellently played : and we need scarcely say that, beinu 
quite new to a Bristol audience, it was listened to through- 
out with the utmost attention, the " Allegro vivace," in B 
flat, and following movement, in G (with which it is 
linked) being especially received with rapturous applause. 
Gounod's Meditation on Bach's Prelude in C, (performed 
by Messrs. Carrodus, Biseley, and F. W. Smith) and a 
violin solo by Mr. Carrodus, were also amongst the most 
noticeable of the instrumental pieces The choir gave 
unmistakable evidence of careful training in Handel's 
Coronation Anthem, which commenced the Concert. The 
Band was led by Mr. Carrodus, and Mr. P. J. Smith con- 
ducted. Mr. T. Harper was the principal trumpet, Mr. 
F. VV. Smith presided at the organ, and Mr. Riseley at the 

pianoforte. A very interesting Concert was given 

on the 20th ult. in Colston's Temple Church Schools, 
Temple-street, by the members of Temple Church 
Choir, assisted by several friends. The programme 
was well chosen, and included selections from the 
works of Handel, Mendelssohn, Mozart, and Bossini, and 
also a number of popular glees, part-songs, songs, duets, 
choruses, &c. We need hardly say the soloists were ably 
seconded by the excellent and well-trained choir, which 
formed a very efficient chorus. Mr. R. Allen was a good 
conductor, and Mr. F. Maker efficiently presided at the 
pianoforte and organ. There was a very g. >od attendance ; 
and doubtless a handsome addition will be made to the 
funds of the Sunday-school, in aid of which the enter- 
tainment was given The tonic sol fa system of teach- 
ing singing underwent a severe test on the 20th ult., when 
nearly a thousand voices, selected from the various tonic 
sol-fa classes in the city, were massed into one choir, under 
the able direction of Mr. W. Gibbons, at the Colston-hall. 
Though the programme consisted chiefly of glees and 
part-songs, some very effective solos were sung by members 
of the choir, whose efforts reflected great credit both upon 
the system and their instructors. Though the reserved 
seats were somewhat thinly occupied, there was a very 
large audience, and the concert may in every sense be 

pronounced a success. The members of the Loyal Order 

of Ancient Shepherds lately gave a grand concert at the 
Colston's Hall, for the benefit of the widow and orphans' 
fund of their order. The principal vocalists were Miss 
Alice Watson, Miss Edmonds, Mr. Leigh Wilson, and 
Mr. Merrick. The programme was well selected, and the 
pieces gave the utmost satisfaction to the audience. Mr. 
John Harrison contributed a pianoforte solo, and Mr. J. 
O. Brooke a clarionet solo with much effect. The concert 
was thoroughly successful. 

Burslem. — A Concert was given in the Town 
Hall, on Wednesday evening, March 25th, in aid of the 
New North Staffordshire Infirmary. J. N. Peake, Esq , 
presided. The vocalists were Miss Conyers and Mr 
Stewart (of Newcastle), Mr. J. Wood, and other well- 
known local performers. 



Cleckheaton, Yorks. — The fourth, and last 
of the Subscription Concerts for the season (and by far the 
best of the series) was given by the Cleckheaton Philhar- 
monic Society on the evening of the 16th ult., in the 
National School-room, Church -street, under the able con- 
ductorship of Mr. John Bentley, and in the presence of a 
crowded audience. The programme, wholly of a secular 
nature, consisted of songs, part-songs, &c, and was per- 
formed in a highly satisfactory manner. The principal 
vocalists were Misses Knowles, Armitage, Smith and Mor- 
timer, and Messrs. Woodcock. Kershaw, and Douthwaite; 
all of whom sang well and gained considerable applause. 
We must not omit to speak in praise of the very creditable 
manner in which Messrs G. Bentlyand M idgley acquitted 
themselves as oboe and flute soloists, and of the band, 
which fully sustained that high reputation which it has so 
long held. In concluding this record of the proceedings 
of the Society, we must bear testimony to the high standard 
of its musical talent ; which (notwithstanding the natural 
gift so characteristic of this, and other Yorkshire towns), 
can only have been attained by means of careful study, 
perseverance, and frequent practice. 

Ccwgleton. — The Concert of Mr. J. H. Eyre, 
at the Town Hall, on the 2 1st ult., was a decided success, 
the room being crowded in every part. The principal 
artists were Miss Fanny Henderson, Miss Tomlinson, Mr. 
Dumville and Mr. Alfred Wroe (of the Manchester Con- 
certs), Mr George Timms, and Mr. C. Holland, (formerly 
of Mr Eyre's choir), T. Hughes, Esq , Dr. Moss (Flute), 
and Mr. Eyre (Pianoforte). The Concert was conducted 
by Mr. Eyre, who also performed a selection of Men- 
delssohn's Lieder ohne worle, and took the pianoforte part 
in the same composer's trio in C minor. 

Devizes. — The Sacred Choral Society, which 

has been recently formed here, gave an open rehearsal on 
Thursday evening, the 2nd ult., which was attended by a 
large audience. The programme, including selections from 
" Mozart's 12th Mass," &c , &c., was well rendered by a 
band and chorus of nearly 100 performers. Mr. J. T. 
Abraham conducted. Mr. W. Sly presided at the organ, 
and the band was led by Mr. Shaul. 

Dcwcastek. — The Doncaster Amateur Musical 
Society gave its third Concert on the 24th March to a 
large audience. The first part consisted of the Dettingen 
Te Deum, which was sung with much effect. The second 
part was a selection from the Messiah. The solos, all of 
which were rendered by amateurs, were well received ; and 
the concert gave great satisfaction. Mr. J. H. Eyre, 
(choir-master of the parish church) conducted, Mr lies led 
the band, and Mr. Tovey presided at the harmonium. 

Mb. J. H. Eyre gave his tentu concert (and last of 

the season) on the 31st March, when the Guildhall was 
crowded by a fashionable audience. Mr. Eyre was assisted 
by Miss Banks, Miss Brook, Master Mason, Mr. Thornsby, 
and Mr. Tovey. The Concert was most successful. 

Dover. — The Concert of the Dover Musical 

Union, which took place on the 14th ult., was a genuine 
and complete success. It was certainly the best concert 
ever given by this Society, and we may fairly say one of 
the most in< eresting musical performances ever given in 
Dover. The programme was divided into two parts, the 
first part being devoted to sacred compositio s. which 
were given with great spirit and precision, the organ aiding 
the voices with good effect. The best rendered pieces 
were ,; Blessed be Thou, Lord God of Israel," a fine 
anthem by Kent, and Handel's chorus, " Awake the 
Trumpet's' lofty sound," in which the trumpet played a 
prominent part. These were much and deservedly ap- 
plauded. The solos in the first part of the programme 
were "But Thou didst not leave His soul in Hell," 
(Messiah) sung with good taste and feeling by Mr. Payn, 
and " I know that my Redeemer liveth," well rendered by 
Miss Spiller. In the second part Miss Spiller sang a new 
ballad by Mr. Payn called " The shadows of my early 
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home," which was enthusiastically encored. Mr. Payn 
conducted in his usual earnest and careful manner, and 
Mr. Jarratt skilfully presided both at the organ and the 
pianoforte. 

Dublin. — On "Wednesday, the 1st nit., a very- 
successful private Concert was given by the Trinity 
Church Choral Society, under the able management of the 
conductor, Mr. Charles H. Phillips, organist of the Church, 
and manager of the Amateur choir in connection there- 
with. The first part was sacred, and included, besides 
Beveral of Mendelssohn's works, Sir John Stevenson's 
Recitative and Song, " The Snares of Death," and the 
quartette by Kreutzer " The Shepherd's Evening Song." 
The secular portion of the concert was extremely varied 
and attractive ; and every piece was received with the 
utmost favour by the audience. 

Eckington. — On the 14th ult., a Concert was 

given in the large school-room. The programme was a 
very good one, and was, on the whole, most creditably 
performed. Miss Barton, Messrs. Birtles, Edgington, 
Whitehead, Robinson, Keeton, and Parkin, took part in 
the Concert. The Society lias much improved under 
its efficient leader, Mr. E. Keeton. 

Edinburgh. — The Edinburgh Choral "Union 

had the pleasure of listening to an organ recital given to 
them by their president, Professor H. S. Oakeley, on 
Saturday night, the 18th ult., in the Music Class-room, 
Park-place. All the pieces, which were of a highly in- 
teresting character, were performed to perfection, and 
called forth many hearty bursts of applause. The greatest 
technical difficulties were mastered by the Professor with 
ease ; and he showed a complete mastery over the extensive 
instrument, which is possessed of four keyboards, besides 
pedals, half a hundred stops, &c. 

Gawthorpe. — On Easter Monday, the Annual 
Soiree was held in the Church School-room. After tea, 
speeches were made by Revs. Thomas Lee, 31. A., J. 
Collins, M.A., V. Hammond, M.A., and B. J. Holmes, 
M.A. The choir, assisted by Miss Robinson, of Wake- 
field, Messrs. Fothergill and Overend sang a selection of 
songs, glees, &c. Mr. J. W. Oxley, organist of the 
Parish Church, Ossett, presided at the pianoforte. 

Glasgow. — On Tuesday, the 14th ult., a 

service of sacred music was given in the school at Christ 
Church, (Episcopal), on behalf of the Church Improve 
ment Fund. The programme consisted principally of 
selections from the works of Handel, Haydn, Mozart, 
Mendelssohn, Spohr, Rossini, Costa, &c. The solo 
vocalists were Miss Margaretta Smyth, soprano; Miss 
Seller, contralto; Mr. R. M. Waikerj tenor; and Mr. J. 
M. Hutchison, bass. "With verdure clad," (Haydn) ; and 
the grand aria " Inflammatus," from Rossini's Stabat 
Mater, were admirably sung by Miss Smyth ; " rest in 
the Lord," was given with great taste by Miss Seller ; 
Mr. Walker rendered " Lord remember David," in a 
thoroughly artistic style ; and Mr. J. M. Hutchison, gave 
with great effect, " The people that walked in darkness." 
The choral music was well rendered by a select choir. 
The most noticeable pieces were Mozart's Ave Verum, Dr. 
Hayes' Anthem. " The Lord descended," the chorus part of 
the "Inflammatus," and 'Blessed for ever," from Spohr's 
Last Judgment. Master Charles Ferguson presided at the 
harmonium with much skill, and Mr. Livingston officiated 
as conductor. 

Gloucester. — The Second Concert of the 
Choral Society, for the present season, was given at the 
Shire Hall on Tuesday evening, March 27th. The chief 
attraction of the evening was Professor' Bennett's Pastoral, 
" The May Queen," which was very effectively performed. 
The chorus numbered about 150 voices, and the principal 
vocalists were Miss Bennett, of Liverpool, Mrs. Padbury, 
and Messrs. Jakeway and Aitkin. Mr. H. Fluck played 
the organ accompaniments most effectively. The second 



part contained a miscellaneous selection, in which Miss 
Bennett, Miss Stockwell, and Mrs. Padbury gave several 
songs and duets with much success. The part-song " Ave 
Maria," by H. Smart, was beautifully sung by the choir, 
and warmly applauded. Mr. J. A. Matthews conducted 
with his usual care. 

Hanley. — A Concert was held at the Town 

Hall, on Tuesday the 14th ult., in aid of the North 
Staffordshire Provident Association. Miss Mary Conyers 
(of Newcastle-under-Lyme), Messrs. Rivers and Wood 
were the vocalists ; and Mr. J. Peake, musical director. 

Hereford. — The Easter special meeting of 
the Choral Society was held on the 16th ult. in the Col- 
lege Hall, which was well filled with a highly respectable 
audience. As usual at Easter, the programme was de- 
voted entirely to sacred music. Elijah was the oratorio 
selected for the occasion ; and the whole of the first part, 
and all the principal airs and choruses in the second part, 
were included in the programme. The solos were taken 
by the Misses E. and L. Broad, the Rev. J. Goss, and the 
Rev. W. D. V. Duncombe; and the duets, trios, and 
quartetts, by the same ladies and gentlemen, with the 
assistance of Miss S. Broad and Master Barnby. Of the 
solos, it may be generally said that they were sung with 
care and taste, and in several instances were really 
admirable for expression and execution. The soprano 
recitative, ushering in the delicious chorus " Thanks be 
to God," and the beautiful air " Hear ye, Israel," were 
finely rendered by Miss E. Broad. The contralto air, " O 
rest in the Lord," was sung with charming effect by Miss 
L. Broad. The duet for trebles, between these two ladies, 
" Lord, bow thine ear," was another piece of very careful 
vocalization. In the duet wiih the bass, " What have I to 
do with thee?" Miss L. Broad sang the part of the 
mother with excellent expression ; and she distinguished 
herself not less by her truthful rendering of her part in the 
recitative, " Behold, God the Lord ! " The Rev. W. 
Duncombe sang the music allotted to him with his usual 
spirit and taste, especially the pathetic air, " It is enough," 
and the grandly pictorial " Is not His word like a ham- 
mer?" and "For the mountains." He also sang very 
finely his part in the duet " Behold ! " The tenor solos 
were carefully sung by the Rev. J. Goss, whose tasteful 
and expressive style was well displayed in " If with all 
your hearts" and " Then shall the righteous." Master 
Barnby (The Youth) deserves a special notice for his voice, 
which we have rarely heard equalled for compass, purity, 
and bell-like clearness in the upper register. From E to 
G, A , and B flat in alto, his voice is one of the finest 
imaginable. He is, too, a very careM singer. The 
choruses went, on the whole, splendidly ; nothing like a 
perceptible hitch occurring anywhere, and the occasional 
want of power in particular passages being perceptible only 
to the critical ear. The execution was throughout marked 
by close adherence to the score, and by an intelligent ap- 
preciation of the composer's meaning. Mr. Townshend 
Smith conducted with his usual care and ability. The 
meeting was altogether a decided success. 

Hong Kong. — On Sunday, the 23rd February, 

the Cathedral organ was re-opened, after having been re- 
moved from the west gallery, where it formerly stood, to 
the Chancel — (north east). The instrument has been 
thoroughly repaired, and four new stops have been added 
(viz., bassoon and clarionet, choir organ) Rosaune great 
organ, and oboe in swell. The work has been most ably 
carried out by Mr. Fletcher, who was sent out expressly 
by Messrs. Bryceson & Co. The service was intoned by 
the Rev. J. Piper, Tallis's responses being used. Venite 
was sung to Tallis, the psalms Gregorian (Helmore). Te 
Deum (Robinson). Benedictus (Dr. Boyce). Anthem, 
" O Praise God in his holiness," (Croft). The 198th and 
207th hymns were sung from Hymns Ancient and Modern. 
A collection was made for the organ fund, during which 
the " Hallelujah" chorus was played. The Sermon wag 
preached by the Rev. W. R. Beach, M.A., Colonial 
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Chaplain. The communion and celebration services were 
both choral. Mr. Charles F. A. Sangster, organist of the 
Cathedral, presided at the organ, which is considered 
decidedly the best on this side of Suez. 

Knabesbobotjgh. — On Tuesday evening, the 
3lst March, a performance of Haydn's Oratorio, the 
Creation, was given in the Town Hall by the Harrogate 
Philharmonic Society, assisted by the Trinity Church 
Choir, Knaresboro'. The principal vocalists were Mrs. 
Firth, Miss Arnold, Miss Morley, Messrs. Hodgson and 
Parker. The orchestra was led by Mr. Matthew Arnold, 
of Harrogate. Mr. Richmond presided at the piano, Mr. 
Pilkington at the harmonium, and the Rev. Mr. Lunn 
conducted. 

Langport, Somerset. — A Concert was given 
at the Town Hall, on Tuesday, the 14th ult., by members 
of the " Glee and Madrigal Society," for the benefit of 
their conductor, Mr. F. T. Honeyball, under whose direc- 
tion they have attained a high state of proficiency. The 
entertainment was patronized by the principal gentry of the 
town and neighbourhood. The programme was judiciously 
varied, being a selection of glees, part-songs, madrigals, 
songs, duets, &c, &c. The glees were admirably ren- 
dered, especially " Blow, gentle gales," " Hail, smiling 
morn," and " The Carnovale." The Concert was in every 
respect satisfactory. 

Leamington'. — On the 2nd ult., morning and 

evening Concerts were given by the Philharmonic Society. 
The programme consisted exclusively of selections from 
the Messiah, in the choral portions of which the improve- 
ment of the singers was manifest throughout. The solo 
parts were ably sustained by Miss Francis (soprano), Miss 
Appleford (contralto), and Mr. J. Barnett (tenor). The 
band was led by Mr. H. A. Heden, and Mr. R. Ward 
conducted. 

Leeds. — The Third and Last Concert of the 
Leeds Madrigal and Motett Society, for the present season, 
was given in the Victoria Hall on the evening of the 
28th March. The principal performers were Miss Banks 
(soprano), Mr. Coleridge (an amateur tenor, whose connec- 
tion with the Midland Circuit gives him frequent oppor- 
tunities of taking part in the Town Hall Assize Concerts), 
Miss Midgley (solo pianist, pupil of Mr. Charles Halle) 
and Dr. Spark, who conducted. The chorus of the Society 
numbered 150 voices. Miss Banks and Mr. Coleridge 
were highly appreciated, and deservedly applauded in all 
their vocal solos ; and Miss Midgley obtained the utmost 
success in two pianoforte Fantasias, the local press being 
most enthusiastic in praise of her execution and power of 
expression. Dr. Spark's Cantata, the Ode to Labour, 
formed a portion of the programme, and was well received. 

Leighton Bitzzaed. — The Leighton and Lins- 
dale Choral Society, which has only been established a 
few months, gave a Concert at the Corn Exchange on the 
17th ult., with the utmost success. The oratorio selected 
for performance was Handel's Messiah, the principal 
vocalists being Miss Augusta Clarke, Miss Lane, Mr. 
Jakewai, and Mr. J. Brandon, all of whom sang most 
satisfactorily the solo music entrusted to them. The 
choruses were well given throughout ; and the band, led 
by Mr. Inwards, was thoroughly efficient. Mr. C. D. 
Mortimer conducted, and Mr. Anderton presided at the 
harmonium. 

Liverpool. — A Concert took place at 

Ebenezer Hall on Monday evening, March 23rd, in aid of 
the funds for a new organ for St. Cleopas' Church, Tox- 
teth Park. The entertainment, which was under the 
patronage of his Worship the Mayor, proved a decided 
success, the room being crowded by a fashionable audience. 
There was an excellent programme. The quartets, 
Mendelssohn's " Oh, fly with me " and Werner's " Two 
Roses," and Balfe's duet, " The Sailor sighs," were care- 
ully sung. Several solos and duets were most effectively 



rendered by Miss Beer, Miss Kegg, Messrs. J. B. Clark, 
Westerton, and Parrott ; and the choral music, was, with 
two or three exceptions, very creditably performed. Mr. 
Thompson is deserving of the highest praise for his 
exertions as conductor, and for his accompaniments of the 
songs, &c., which, we may say, contributed in no small 
degree to the success of the concert. The amount 
realized for the organ, after payment of all expenses, was 
nearly £50 -The 5th Concert of the Liverpool Phil- 
harmonic Society for the present year, took place on the 
31st of March, and was devoted to a very successful 
performance of Elijah. The principal vocalists were 
Madame Rudersdorff, Miss Galloway, Madame Patey- 
Whytock, Mr. Nelson Varley, and Mr. Santley ; assisted 
in the double and single quartets by Mrs. Keef and Mr. 
Armstrong, members of the Society. The choruses went 
exceedingly well, and were highly appreciated by a 
crowded audience. The solos were generally so excellently 
given that it seems invidious to select any for especial 
eulogy ; but it is impossible to pass over the exceptionally 
fine singing of Mr. Santley in the part of the Prophet. 

Longton. — On Thursday evening the 2nd ult., 
a Concert was given in the Town Hall, in aid of the 
North Staffordshire Infirmary. The performers included 
Miss Conyers, Mrs. Munden-Emery, Messrs. Stewart, 
Hiney, and T. Wood. Miss Conyers has a good soprano 
voice, and her singing was much admired. 

Lydney. — On Thursday, March 29th, Mr. 
J. A. Matthews gave his annual Concert at the Assembly 
Room. The first-part consisted of Professor Bennett's 
" May Queen," which was very well rendered by members 
of the Gloucester Choral Society. The principal vocalists 
were Miss F. Bennett, of Liverpool, (who sang the part of 
the " May Queen ") Mrs. Padbury, Mr. W. Jakeway, and 
Mr. S. Aitkin. Miss Bennett sang exceedingly well 
throughout the Pastoral, and was much applauded. The 
second part commenced with a pianoforte solo, " Oberon," 
which was excellently played by Mr. Matthews, and en- 
cored. This was followed by a selection of songs, glees, 
&c. The Concert concluded with the " Market Chorus." 
by Auber. Mr. J. A. Matthews presided at the piano- 
forte. 

Manchester. — A circular presented at the 
Easter Meeting in St. Peter's Church, tells us that the 
number of complete " Services" performed in the Church 
during the past year (Morning, Communion, and Evening) 
is fourteen. Of Morning and Evening " Services " four, 
with which have been sung three Communion " Services." 
Of the eighteen " Services," eleven were new to the Church. 
The total number of Anthems is one hundred and one, of 
which sixty-five have not been sung before at St. Peter's. 
Of the compositions which have been thus introduced for 
the first time, very few had been previously heard in Man- 
chester. The Gloria in ezcelsis, where wanting, has been 
eked out with the St. Mark's College Cadences. For the 
Benedicite (sung thrice) the arrangements of Hatton, Best, 
and Joule have been used. Seventy-eight Composers 
have been represented during the year. 

Newcastle-undee-Lyme.— The literary and 
musical entertainments at the Marsh-street Lecture Hall, 
have been very successful. Mr. C. W. Jeffreys, (organist 
of the parish church) Miss Farmer (a very talented young 
amateur) Miss Conyers, Miss Edlin, Messrs. J. W. Preece, 
C. H. Smith Carmody, &c, have given their services on 
several occasions. 

Ossett. — On Easter Tuesday Evening a mis- 
cellaneous Concert was given in the Parish Church 
School-room, which was well attended. The principals 
were, Miss Winder (soprano), of the Leeds Town Hall 
Concerts; Miss Pattie Hargreaves (contralto), pupil of 
Madame Sainton Dolby ; Mr. Fothergill (tenor), of the 
Provincial Concerts ; Mr. W. C. Bell (bass), of the Leeds 
Town-hall Concerts, and Mr. J. W. Oxley (pianist), or- 
ganist of the Parish Church. The programme was well 
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selected ; and the several pieces were exceedingly well re- 
ceived. 

Paisley. — The performance of the Paisley 

Musical Association, which took place in the Abbey on 
the 9th ult., was one of the most successful yet given by 
this Society. The first part of the programme was 
devoted to Mozart's First Mass, the principal performers 
in which were Miss Herbert, Miss Fennell, Mr. Peel, and 
Mr. Grattan Kelly. The second part was a miscellaneous 
selection of sacred music, including Gounod's " By 
Babylon's wave," which was much admired. The 
execution of the music was uniformly good ; the choruses 
especially being given with much vigour and precision. 
Mr. Hoeck conducted; and the band was led by Mr. 
Fraser. 

Plumstead. — A New Organ, erected by Mr. 
A. Hunter, of London, was opened at the Parish Church, 
Plumstead Common, on the 11th ult. by Mr. John G. 
Boardman, when an excellent programme of classical com- 
positions was performed. The vocal music was very 
satisfactorily given ; and the capabilities of the organ were 
most successfully tested by Mr. Boardman. Mr. S. Hoole 
has undertaken the duties of organist to the Church. 

Pontypool. — The Sacred Harmonic Society 
gave its fourth Concert on Easter Monday, at the Town 
Hall, to a large audience, all the reserved seats having 
been taken. The Oratorio was Mendelssohn's St. Paul, 
the rendering of which was highly creditable; and it was 
received throughout with warm applause. This is, we 
believe, the first time this work has been given here ; and 
the members deserve credit for selecting so difficult a com- 
position for their third study. The solos were well given 
by Miss Holdsworth (soprano), Miss Lloyd (contralto), Mr. 
Lloyd (tenor), and Messrs. W. H. and W. Lloyd (bass), 
all of whom are local amateurs. Mr. Holdsworth con- 
ducted, Mr. W. Sewell was leader of the band ; and 
Messrs. W. H. Haskins (piano), and C. Lawrence 
(harmonium), were accompanyiste. During the four 
seasons this Society has practised, the members have 
given Judas dfaccabceus, St. Paul, and two performances 
of the Jlessiah. 

Sandown, Isle of Wight. — The Members of 
the Choral Society met on the 23rd ult. for the purpose of 
presenting their conductor, Mr. F. G. Baker, with a very 
handsome silver-mounted ivory baton, as a mark of their 
appreciation of his services. Accompanying the baton 
was an address, with the names of the subscribers on 
parchment ; and also a cheque for the balance of subscrip- 
tions above the cost of the testimonial. 

Sheffield. — On Easter Tuesday the Sheffield 
Choral Union gave a Miscellaneous Concert in the Music 
Hall, under the direction of their conductor, E. S. Burton, 
Esq., of Leeds. The hall was tolerably well-filled. The 
principal artists were Miss Harrison, Miss Twigg, Mrs. 
Roebuck, Mr. H. J. Cawton, Mr. A. Birtles, Mr. J. Lee, 
Mr. Moorhouse, Mr. J. Shirley, Mr. S. H. Barton, Mr. 
Edgington, Mr. E. Hague, Mr. E. Brown, and Mr. B. S. 
Burton. The singing of Mr. H. Cawton and Mr. Edging- 
ton was exceedingly good; Miss Twigg was highly 
successful in " Softly Sighs," and Miss Harrison (who lias 
but recently joined the ranks of the Choral Union) was 
warmly applauded and encored in her song " O bright 
were my visions." Some of the concerted pieces were 
very creditably performed ; and " The Three Chafers" 
was encored. Mr. R. S. Burton gave several solos on the 
pianoforte, which were well-recei red ; and the Concert was 

in every respect a success. On Monday, the 6th ult., the 

grand oratorio, Babylon, (composed by the late Mr. 
Nicholls) was performed in the Temperance Hall, Town- 
head-street. The principal vocalists were Miss Harrison 
(late of Mexbro, but now of Sheffield); Mr. E. Haigh, 
Mr. A. Blakemore, and Mr. H. Cawton, with a band and 
chorus of 80 performers. Miss Harrison sang exceedingly 
well, and was warmly applauded, more especially in the 



air " Children of Israel," which was unanimously re- 
demanded. In the quartets she was ably supported, es- 
pecially by Messrs. Haigh and Cawton, the latter of whom 
possesses a good bass voice. The choruses went well, and 
the performers proved by their excellent singing that great 
attention had been paid to the instructions of the con- 
ductor, Mr. Millington. Mr. E. BramhaU was leader of 
the band, and Mr. D. Haigh ably presided at the har- 
monium. On the same evening a Concert was given 

in the Burngreave Vestry Hall, at which Miss Barton was 
the principal vocalist. Her singing was highly appreciated, 
and several times elicited the hearty applause of a numerous 

audience. On Tuesday the 7th ult., a miscellaneous 

Concert took place in the Upper Chapel Sunday School, 
Norfolk-street, the artists being almost exclusively ama- 
teurs. They acquitted themselves creditably, and were 
much applauded. Miss Bennett and Miss Sanderson, in 
their respective songs, gave much satisfaction, and the per- 
formance of the Misses Becket, in two pianoforte duets, 
displayed much taste and skill. 

Southampton. — Mr. E. Sharp gave his second 
Annual Concert in the Carlton Booms, on the 22nd ult., 
under distinguished patronage. The first part was a 
selection from Dr. Arnold's Oratorio, Ahab, and a new 
anthem to the words of the 23rd Psalm, by the same 
composer. The second part consisted of songs, glees, <fec. 
The principal performers were Miss Roberts, Miss Pringle, 
Mr. Cornwall, Mr. Montem Smith, and Messrs. R. D. 
Newby and M. Robinson, Lay- Vicars of Winchester 
Cathedral, with full chorus. Conductors, Dr. Arnold and 
Mr. Sharp. 

Staines. — On Thursday, the 16th ult., a 
Concert was given by a choir of about 40 voices, under 
the patronage of Sir J. Gibbons, Bart., of Stanwell-park, to 
an audience comprising the principal inhabitants of the 
town and neighbourhood. Mr. Rew, the parish organist, 
conducted, and Mr. Garratt, of Egham, accompanied. 
The choruses, especially "And the Glory" (Handel), and 
" Let your Light" (J. Bamby), were precisely and effec- 
tively given. " Under the Greenwood Tree," a part-song 
(Macfarren), was also most effectively rendered. The 
soloists were above the usual average of provincial ama- 
teurs, and were much appreciated by a critical audience. 
Mr. Garratt's violin performance deserved and gained an 
enthusiastic encore. 

Steeatham. — A Miscellaneous Concert was 

given on Monday the 23rd March, by the Immanuel 
Church Choral Society, assisted by Miss Hermann, and 
Messrs. C. Morgan, E. C. Williams, and L. Hermann. 
The singing of Sliss Hermann was much admired, as was 
also that of Mr. C. Morgan. Mr. L. Hermann gave with 
much effect De Beriot's Op. 5, No. 12, for violin, with 
pianoforte accompaniment, which was unanimously en- 
cored ; and Miss Hermann received much applause for her 
brilliant execution of a pianoforte fantasia, on airs from Don 
Pasquale. The choruses and part-songs were scarcely 
rendered with the usual precision and delicacy ; but 
mention must be made of Sullivan's " O hush thee, my 
babie," and Dr. Garrett's " O my luve's like the red red. 
rose." The Concert was well attended. Mr. W. George 
conducted. 

Tetbuby, G-LOTJCESTEBSHiEE. — The members 
of the Choral Society of this Town gave their annual 
Concert on the 16th ult. to a large and fashionable 
audience. The first-part of the programme consisted of 
Haydn's " Spring," and Spohr's " God thou art great." A 
miscellaneous selection formed the second part. The 
principal vocalists were Miss Ida Thorne (soprano), Mr. 
Wayer (alto), Mr. Green (tenor), and Mr. Brandon (bass), 
all of whom acquitted themselves to the thorough satis- 
faction of the audience. The choruses throughout were 
admirably rendered, and gave evidence of careful training. 
Mr. Edmonds, of Wellington College, accompanied ; and 
Mr. Burton conducted. Much praise is due to this gen. 
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tleman for the zeal with -which he has conducted the 
Society for the last four years. The work in contem- 
plation for the next performance is Barnett's " Ancient 
Mariner." 

"Waddesdos". — On Easter Monday, a concert 
of vocal and instrumental music was given in the British 
Schoolroom, by the members of the Waddesdon Sacred 
Harmonic Society, under the conductorship of Mr. Bridle. 
The following pieces were especially well rendered : — 
" Rest," a solo sung by Miss A. Gilson, accompanied on 
the piano by Mrs. Bridle ; '• Sanctus," from Mozart's 12th 
Mass; a " March in Alceste," by Gliick, played by Mr. 
O. King (harmonium), Mr. C. Dodwell (violin) ; Mr. 
E. Garner (clarionet) ; and " Welcome, Sacred Day of 
Best," a trio, sung by Miss M. A. Mead, and Messrs. 0. 
King and H. Bridle, accompanied on the piano by Mrs. 
Bridle. Considering that no help was asked or given to 
the Society, the performance was worthy of all praise, 

"Wabrijtgton. — The "Warrington Musical So- 
ciety gave a very excellent performance of Mr. J. F. 
Barnett's Cantata " The Ancient Mariner," on the 14th 
ult., the principal vocalists being the sisters Doria, Mr 
George Perren, and Mr. G. R. Renwick. In the second 
part, which was miscellaneous, Dr. Hiles' two part-songs. 
" When twilight dews," and " A Finland love-song." were 
admirably sung, and much applauded. Mr. Henry 
Walker presided at the organ with his usual ability 
throughout the evening; and Dr. Biles, who had most 
efficiently drilled his choral forces, conducted the Cantata. 

"Weston'-Supeb-Maee. — The Philharmonic 

Society, which was established about sixteen months ago, 
gave its second " Open Night" at the Assembly Rooms, 
on the 26th March, before a large audience. The first 
part of the programme was devoted to Mozart's 12th 
Mass, which was exceedingly well performed ;' Miss Dyer 
presiding at the pianoforte, and Mr. W. C. Dyer at the 
harmonium. The second part contained a duet from 
Weber's Oberon for harmonium and pianoforte (admirably 
played by Miss Dyer and Mr. Arthur E. Dyer), Sullivan's 
part-song, " O hush thee, my babie," a cornet solo " Robert 
toi que j' aime," Macfarren's part-song, " Orpheus with 
his lute," and several vocal solos and duets. At the con- 
clusion, Colonel Rawlins, the president, congratulated the 
Society upon its progress ; and paid a handsome tribute to 
the exertions of the conductor, Mr. Arthur E. Dyer. 

Witham.— The Witham Congregational Choir 
gave a Concert at the Lecture Hall of the Institute, on the 
2nd ult. The first part was entirely devoted to sacred, 
and the second to secular music, the programmes of both 
being well selected. Mr. Cansdale performed the duties 
of conductor ; and Mr. Aldous played a pianoforte solo 
with the utmost effect. The Concert was in eveiy respect 
highly successful. 

Wolverhampton. — The first "Wolverhampton 
Musical Festival, in aid of the funds of the South 
Staffordshire Hospital, took place on the 17th ult., with 
complete success. Stimulated by the substantial results 
of the Birmingham triennial gatherings, the managers of 
the hospital determined to ascertain whether Wolver- 
hampton (which is the capital of the South Staffordshire 
iron district) could not organize a grand musical perform- 
ance which might not only benefit the funds of the 
institution, but assist in elevating the musical taste of 
the hardworking population of the neighbourhood. Han- 
del's Messiah was the Oratorio chosun for the morning 
performance ; the principal vocalists being Madame 
Rudersdorff, Madlle. Drasdil. Mr. Sims Reeves, Mr. W. 
H. Cummings, and Mr. Lewis Thomas. The per- 
formance was in the highest degree satisfactory ; and 
reflected the utmost credit on the conductor, Signor 
Randegger. The. band and chorus numbered one hunch ed 
performers, chiefly from the Birmingham Festival staff. 
In the evening a miscellaneous Concert was given, in 
which Miss Cecilia Westbrook, (in addition to the above- 



mentioned vocalists) sang with much success; and Madame 
Rudersdorff gave a new song, •'Andromache," by Mr. 
II. Hayward, which was exceedingly well received. 
Several instrumental pieces of importance were included 
in the programme. The pecuniary results of the festival 
are not yet published ; but the collection after the per- 
formances, which is applied wholly to the funds of the 
Hospital, amounted to £80. 

Wobksop. — The Worksop Choral Society- 
la tely performed Handel's Oratorio, Judas Maccabaus, in 
the Corn Exchange room, before a highly respectable 
audience. Miss Helena Walker, Miss Moseley (Hudders- 
field), Miss Chatterton and Mrs. House (Sheffield), Mr. 
Garner (Huddersfield), Mr. Moulding (York Cathedral), 
Mr. Freemantle, Mr. H. Smith, Mr. Loxley, Mr. Skelton, 
Mr. G. Holmes (Liverpool), Mr. Robinson, and Mr. 
Whitehead were among the performers. The rendering 
of the Oratorio was a success, both in the vocal and instru- 
mental departments. The choruses were given with great 
precision, reflecting credit upon Mr. Staton for his untiring 
and laborious efforts in training the choir. The band, 
under the leadership of Mr. Freemantle, was all that could 
be desired. 



Oegan Appointments, &c. — Dr. Haines 

Wood, of Berkeley, &c, formerly organist and director of 
choirs to the Lord Wharneliffe, and to the South York- 
shire Church Choral Union, has been appointed director 
and organist to the Dursley Choral Association, Glouces- 
tershire. Mr. Henry George Jackson, organist and 

choirmaster, to Christ Church, Wribbenhall, Bewdley. 

Mr. Frederick Jones, (deputv organist of Hanover 

Church, W.) to Trinity Church, Bow. 



DURING- TEE LAST MONTH, 
Published by NOVELLO, EWER & CO. 

MENDELSSOHN.— The Reformation Symphony, 
(Op. 107) arranged for Pianoforte Solo. By Joseph 

Barnby. 58. 3d. 

The Reformation Symphony, arranged as Duet for the Piano- 
forte. By Joseph Barney. 9s. 

March, (Op 110) composed in celebration of the visit of the 

Painter, Cornelius, to Dresden, in 1841. Arranged by Jur.ES 
Benedict. Solo, Is. 6d ; Duet, 2s. 6d. ; Full Score, 2s. ; 
orchestral parts, 6s. Od. 

Romance Sans Paroles, for Violoncello and Pianoforte. 

Dedicated to Madlle. Lis Cristiani, (Op. 109). Is. 6d. 

Sonata in G minor (Op. 105), for Piano. Solo, 3s. Od. 

" To the absent one." Song. Sung by Mr. Sims Reeves. 

New edition, price, Is. 3d. 

BAKER, HENRY, Mus. Baa— A Short Morning, 
Communion, and Evening Service, in F. I'ricels. ; octavo 
or singly : — 



No. 1. Te Deum Laudamus . 
2. Jubilate 
a. Kyrie, Nos. 1 & 2 

4. Credo 

5. Sursum Corda... 

6. Sand us, and Gloria tibi Domine j 

7. Gloria in Excelsis 

8. Magnificat 

9. Nunc Dimittis 
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BOYCE, DR. W.— Te Deum and Jubilate in C. 
Octavo, 4d. 

STAINER, JOHN, Mus. Doc— The Nicene Creed. 
Composed by Merbecke. Arranged with organ accompani- 
ment, 6d. Vocal part, octavo, ljd. 

TAYLOR, R. MLN TON.— Kyrie Eleison and 
Sanctus. Set to music in the keys of C, D, and A. Octavo, 9d. 
ARNOLD, GEORGE B., Mus. Doc, Oxon.— "The 
Lord is my Shepherd," (23rd Psalm). Motett for solo and 
chorus. 3s. 6d. 

BARNBY, JOSEPH.—" O risen Lord." A short 
Anthem for Ascension-tide. Vocal score, 9d. ; vocal parts, 6d. 

BEST, W. T.— •< Behold, I bring you glad tidings." 
Anthem for Christmas for a five-part chorus and organ. 
Vocal score, Is. 6d. ; vocal parts, Is. 



